{SSiSSUpP pL 


LIBRARY NEWS 


Vol. 24, No. 4 DECEMBER, 1960 


SEASON’S GREETING 


from 


Houlka 

Potts Camp 

Sharkey Training School (Rolling Fork) 
Henry Weathers Attendance Center 
Artesia 

Caledonia 


ABU 












Combined with speeoy 4 weeks delivery 


—TRY US AND SEE— 





NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY OF GEORGIA, INC 


2395 Peachtree Road, N.€E., Atlanta 


Page 134 MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEW 











a on eT THE COVER 
Mississipp! Library News The gift of good reading has been 
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Approximately 250 librarians and 
trustees attended the October 27-29 
meeting of the Mississippi Library As- 
sociation in Biloxi and heard discus- 
sions on topics ranging from “Missis- 
sippiana” to “Russia Today.” 

“One of the best meetings we’ve 
ever had,” and “I don’t know when 
I've enjoyed a convention so much,” 
were the typical remarks made by con- 
ventioners. 

Alan Skelton, U. S. Waterways Ex- 
periment Station, Vicksburg, succeed- 
d Mrs. Mary Jo Magee of Mississippi 
Southern College, as president. Miss 

lida Bethea, Hattiesburg, was elected 

president and Miss Mary Ellen 
uess, elementary field librarian for 


















= he Jackson City Schools, was named 
secretary. Re-elected as treasurer was 
5 Mrs. lola Magee, Lincoln-Lawrence Re- 





gional Library, Brookhaven. Dr. J. S. 
Hartin, University of Mississippi Li- 
brary, was named ALA councilor. Elec- 
ion of officers was held at a business 
session Friday. 

Section officers were also elected at 
he annual meeting. Detailed reports 
of these meetings and new officers are 
given in the various sections of this 











ssue. 

A delightful seafood jamboree was 
one of the early features of the con- 
ention. Colonel Edmund H. Lang, U. 
Ss. Waterways Experiment Station, was 
Buest speaker following the Thursday 
eafood supper. Choosing as his topic, 
The Library ... A Tool of Progress,” 
olonel Lang traced the history of li- 
braries from the temples of Egypt and 
Babylon to the present day. 
Discussing the role of scientists in 
he 20th Century, Colonel Lang said: 
‘lt has become more and more evi- 
lent that no nation, no people, can 
hieve or hold enough power to be 
hasters of their destiny without com- 
mand of advanced technology. It is 
or this reason that the furthering of 
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Convention Topics Range From 





‘Mississippiana’ To Russia Today 


scientific and engineering advances in 
these United States is so important to 
us all.” 


Miss. Lib. Ass’n. 


He told the group that libraries are 
the storehouses for all scientific infor- 
mation and that libraries and librari- 
ans play a special role in advancing 
knowledge whether in science or in 
other fields. 

Referring to the recent fire which 
demolished the Waterways Experiment 
Station Library, Colonel Lang said: 
“We at the Waterways Experiment Sta- 
tion have lost a wonderful collection. 
While the embers were still hot, a 
group from the WES (Waterways Ex- 
periment Station) library went to the 
Vicksburg Public Library to use its 
facilities and to try to remember criti- 
cal items in the collections they had 
worked with regularly. Keep in mind 
that the 275,000 card catalogue was 
destroyed — we are trying to learn 
whether we can recover some of this 
data by the use of infrared photogra- 
phy where the cards are more than 
crumbled ash. Those here might want 
to look to the fire protection of treir 
important items. 

“Some essentials have been borrow- 
ed from groups represented at the con- 
vention,” Colonel Lang continued. “We 
have taken formal steps to work to- 
ward the kind of library we want in 
the future. I have asked for a paper 
giving a plan for reconstituting the 
library and visualize that it will take 
a lot of hard thought to produce. The 
station has appointed a Library Ad- 
visory Board to help advise about fu- 
ture needs. Alan Skelton and Marie 
Spivey are members of this board. 

“This group will consider what our 
library should be like, 10, 20, and 30 
(Continued on Page 138) 
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years from now. We need guidance as 
to the important and possibly little 
circulated items we must get. We need 
to consider the role of microfilm, mo- 
crocard and similar aids. We need fa- 
cilities with which the engineers will 
be able to use such data without eye 
strain, and which will also enable us 
to get a prompt, inexpensive copy of 
a document containing something es- 
sential. We need to keep abreast of 
data-retrieving systems on the horizon 
that have promise of being within our 
price range,” said Colonel Lang. 
“WES must have some idea about 
the size of the flood of scientific lit- 
erature that we must prepare to use 
intelligently. When we build a library 
it must not be the same size as the 
one destroyed. We were crowded and 
were thinking of adding space, but 
how much we will need 10 years hence 
is something that will take a certain 
amount of clairvoyance. Certainly we 
should provide for the next 10 years 


if not for more,” Colonel Lang eqit 
cluded. Alan Skelton introduced Cuff 
onel Lang to the group. 
Miss Jessamyn West, delightful all 
thoress of such novels as “The Frienii 
ly Persuasion,” “The Witch Diggen’® 
“Cress Delahanty,” and many shor 
stories, was speaker for the anny 
“book dinner” on Friday evening. 
In her humorous talk Miss West é& 
scribed the writing of her first stor 
She told amusing incidents in he 
early family life as the daughter of; 
Quaker, moved to Southern Californi: 
“Books are lost to us forever if w 
do not read them at the proper time’ 
said Miss West. “I learned about liffy;; 
braries the hard way — by not havingMare 
any. I lived until I was 12 years olf. 
in a community which had no library’ 
“Writing begins with reading, fo 
the writer this means the early us 
of libraries,” she said. 
“You, as librarians, deal with 
greater body of truths than do I as 
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Miss Ahlers, Mrs. Sumrall 
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riter,’ said Miss West. “Though we 
e both repositories for truths ... 
and as such should be very proud of 
remendous responsibilities which are 
ours, yours is the responsibility of 
dealing with many books, helping 
many thousands of people find mean- 
ing in life through reading. We should 
be very grateful for the providence 


Mississippiana Panel 


which has assigned this work to us.” 
Mrs. Mary Jo Magee presided at 
the meeting. Jeanne Broach, Meridian 
Public Library, and past president of 
the association, introduced the speak- 
er. At the conclusion of the banquet 
the gavel of office was presented to 
Alan Skelton, incoming president. 
Those attending the convention vot- 


(Continued on Page 140) 


MLA officers for 1961, posing briefly during their busy convention are from 
left: Glida Bethea, vice-president; Alan Skelton, president; and Mrs. Iola 
agee, treasurer. Not pictured are Mary Ellen Guess, secretary, and Dr. 
Sykes Hartin, ALA Councilor. 
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Jessamyn West 


(Continued From Page 139) 


ed to hold their 1961 meeting in Jack- 
son at the King Edward Hotel. 

On the “Mississippiana” panel Sat- 
urday morning conventioners heard 
talks by Mrs. Maxyne M. Grimes, for- 
merly with the Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History; Ned O’Brien, 
manager of the travel department, Mis- 
sissippi Agricultural and Industrial 
Board, and James A. Files, state chair- 
man of the “Let’s Talk Mississippi” 
Committee. 

Mrs. Grimes told the group the De- 
partment of Archives and History was 
organized in 1902 by an act of the 
Legislature and is second only to Ala- 
bama as the oldest such department 
in the nation. Dunbar Rowland of Cof- 
feeville was its first director. 

“In studying the history of Missis- 
sippi, we divide its growth into three 
periods: Provincial, Territorial, and 
State. We have official archives for 
all these periods. The Provincial Ar- 
chives are comprised of official docu- 
ments covering the period of French 
dominion in Mississippi, dating from 
1687 to 1762; official documents cov- 
ering the English period in Mississippi, 
dating from 1763 to 1781; and docu- 
ments covering the Spanish rule and 
dating from 1759 to 1820. The Terri- 
torial Archives include papers of the 
governors and legislative papers, dat- 
ing 1798 to 1817.” 

Mrs. Grimes said the Archives has 
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Col. Edmund H. Lang 


Dr. Leonard Oppenheim 


an extensive collection of military re. 
ords of the Civil War. An index con 
taining 80,000 cards, has been mat 
from these war records. 

The library contains 18,000 book 
and pamphlets either written by Mis 
sissippians, written about Mississippi- 
ans, or has information pertinent t 
the study of Mississippi. The Depart 
ment also has a private manuscript col- 
lection containing letters, business pz 
pers, diaries, plantation journals, and 
family correspondence of Mississippi 
ans. “We collect papers of the a- 
erage person as well as the famouwgi 
names. There are over 200 manuscrip 
collections of the Civil War period’ 
said Mrs. Grimes. 

The Department also has a pict 
file, extensive map file, and keeps cen 
sus records of Mississippi from 182) 
to 1880 as well as early census records 
of Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia, Lov 
isiana and South Carolina. One of th 
most valuable resources to the scholal 
is the Department’s collection of new 
papers dating from 1801 to the presen 

In an average month the Depart 
ment of Archives and History answe 
500 written requests and has aboll 
that many visitors. 

Ned O’Brien of the A. & I. Boar 
discussed the brochures, pamphle 
and other materials available to libr 
rians through the Agricultural and In 
dustrial Board, State Office Building 


(Continued on Page 11! 
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Jackson. He also pointed out that li- 
prarians could obtain information 
about Mississippi through the Missis- 
sippi Economic Council-State Chamber 
of Commerce, P. O. Box 1849, Suite 
300, King Edward Hotel. 

“Let’s Talk Mississippi” was the sub- 
ject of the talk by Jim Files of Jack- 
son. Files presented to the group the 
pilot copy of a booklet entitled “Facts 
for Interesting Conversation,” then be- 
ing published by the Mississippi State 
Chamber of Commerce. The booklet 
is to be presented without cost to all 
public and high school libraries in the 
state. Additional copies may be ob- 
tained for $1 each. 

Files told the group that Mississippi 
has a tremendous potential. He said 
the state is today spending $159 an- 
nually for every educable child, or $50 
for every $1,000 income. “Only 12 
states spend a higher percentage per 
child for education than Mississippi,” 
he said. 


“Agriculture will always be the num- 
ber one, basic industry in Mississippi,” 
-B Files continued. He pointed out that 
in Mississippi today there are more 
cows than people; that Mssissippians 
Bhave a vast potential in hog produc- 
tion. “We could also become the great- 
est corn producing state in the nation,” 
Files assured the group. 

Choosing random points from the 
"Facts for Interesting Conversation” 
booklet, Files told the group: 

“The Bowie knife was first made 
famous in Mississippi. In the Sandbar 
Duel near Natchez in 1827, the Bowie 
knife gained its first fame. In the 
fight, Jim Bowie used the weapon, 
which has since become world-known.”’ 

“The world’s longest and largest 
@wan-made beach is located on the Mis- 
sissippi Gulf Coast. The beach 
stretches 26 miles from Biloxi to Hen- 
derson Point and averages 300 feet 


: oo Wide.” 


“The largest pickle manufacturing 
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plant in America is located in Wig- 
gins, in Stone County.” 


“Mississippi is the largest cotton pro- 
ducing state in the southeastern sec- 
tion of the nation.” 


“The world’s largest cotton plantation 
is located at Scott, Mississippi. It con- 
tains 38,000 acres.” 


“Mississippi was the first state in 
the nation to adopt a homestead ex- 
emption law.” 


“Mississippi is the birthplace of the 
Order of Eastern Star. OES was found- 
ed at Richland, in Holmes County in 
1850.” 


“The first state college for women 
in the nation was established at Co- 
lumbus, Mississippi, by an act of the 
Mississippi Legislature, March 12, 
1884.” 

“The first electrical contract by a 
city for power to be furnished by the 
TVA was signed by Tupelo, Missis- 
sippi, in 1933.;” 

“Mississippi is the Number One tree 
farm state in the nation. As of De- 
cember 31, 1959, the state had 2385 
tree farms, embracing a total of over 
2% million acres.” 

“The first Decoration Day was held 
on May 30, 1868, at Columbus, Mis- 
sissippi.” 

“Dental certificates, used throughout 
the nation to encourage school chil- 
dren to have proper dental care, was 
first used in Mississippi. The idea of 
the dental certificate originated with 
the Mississipp State Board of Health 
in the 1920's.” 

“The oldest land grant college es- 
tablished in the South for Negroes is 
Alcorn A. & M. College, Lorman, Mis- 
sissippi, erected 1871.” 

“Mississippi ranks fifth in the na- 
tion in broiler production, having pro- 
duced a total of 100 million broilers 
in 1959.” 

“Mississippi is currently the 10th 
ranking oil-producing state, with a pro- 
duction of about 40 million barrels 
annually.” 
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16 MISS. LIBRARIANS 
ATTEND SELA MEET 

Sixteen Mississippi librarians attend- 
ed the October 13-15 meeting of the 
Southeastern Library Association in 
Asheville, N. C. They are: Forrest C. 
Palmer, State University; Dr. Sykes 
Hartin, University of Mississippi; Wil- 
lie D. Halsell and Margarete Peebles, 
State University; Mrs. Etta Pace, Vir- 
ginia Robinson, both of MSCW; Beulah 
Culbertson, Columbus; Mrs. Mary Jo 
Magee, Mississippi Southern College; 
Blanche McKeown, Jackson Public Li- 
brary; Bethany Swearingen, Millsaps 
College; Evelyn Tackett and Mrs. Hel- 
en Hicks, Mississippi Library Commis- 
sion; J. B. Howell, Jr., Mississippi Col- 
lege; Eleanor Harkins and Mabel Bris- 
ter, Delta State College. 


More Convention News 


Throughout Issue 

In this section of Mississippi Library 
News, the editorial board has attempt- 
ed to present fully the speeches of 
those persons who spoke at the gen- 
eral meeting of the MLA convention. 

In the various “sections” of Missis- 
sippi Library News are accounts of 
the section meetings, officers, and the 
speakers who addressed these special 
groups. 

Because of the many requests for 
copies of the talk of “New School Li- 
brary Standards” by Miss Eleanor 
Ahlers, this speech has been reprinted 
in its entirety. The address was given 
before the joint meeting of the school 
and public libraries sections and en- 
joys a good attendance from other 
special groups as well. 





There are two good things in life, 
freedom of thought and freedom of 
action. — William Somerset Maugham. 





Give a little love to a child and you 
get a great deal back. — John Ruskin. 
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Receiving MLN awards were, left to 
right: Mrs. Ruth Scharr, Beulah Cul- 
bertson, Margarete Peebles, Virginia 
Robinson. 


MLN Reporters 


Receive Awards 


Recognition awards were presented 
to long-time reporters for the Missis- 
sippi Library News, members of the 
editorial board, and to the MLA his- 
torical committee at the annual Mis- 
sissippi Library News breakfast held 
during the MLA convention in Biloxi. 

Mrs. C. C. Clark, chairman of the 
editorial board, presented certificates 
of appreciation for their outstanding 
service to: Margarete Peebles, business 
manager; Maria Person, public libra- 
ries reporter; Mrs. Mary Emma Smith, 
former school libraries reporter; Mrs. 
Ruth Scharr, special libraries reporter; 
Virginia C. Robinson, college libraries 
reporter; Blanche McKeown, former 
editorial board chairman; and to Beu- 
lah Culbertson, chairman; Nannie Rice, 
Anna Roberts, Elizabeth Robinson, Vir- 
ginia C. Robinson, members, the MLA 
Historical Committee. 

Mrs. Clark introduced the new school 
libraries reporter, Alene Valentine, to 
the group. She said those MLN staff 
members receiving the certificates had 
contributed years of service to the pub- 
lication and she particularly thanked 
the MLA Historical Committee for 
their work in compiling the history of 
MLA which appeared in four install- 
ments in Mississippi Library News, be- 
ginning with the September 1959 issue. 
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Judge W. N. Ethridge, Jr., Associ- 
ate Justice of the Misssisippi Supreme 
Court, has accepted the position of 
Chairman of the Mississippi Commit- 
tee for 1961 National Library Week. 

Miss Mary Love, Mississippi Library 
Commission, Jackson, will again serve 
as executive director for National Li- 
brary Week. 

As chairman of the Mississippi Com- 
mitte, Judge Ethridge will spearhead 
a drive to promote reading on all lev- 
els for enjoyment, education and in- 
spiration. 

He will collaborate with Miss Love 
to appoint a committee of outstanding 
Mississippians, representing all types 
of interests and all sections of the 
state, to work with him in emphasizing 
the need for reading. 

National Library Week is planned 
for April 16-22, 1961. This special ob- 
7. servance was founded in 1957 and each 

year extensive activities have been con- 
ducted in every state in the Union. 

In Mississippi, National Library 














Judge W. N. Ethridge, Jr. 
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” Judge W. N. Ethridge, Jr. 
Heads 1961 Library Week 


Week for the past three years has been 
headed by Purser Hewitt, executive 
editor, The Clarion-Ledger, Jackson. 

In announcing Judge Ethridge’s 
chairmanship for this year’s National 
Library Week, Miss Love said: “His 
active leadership in public affairs in- 
dicates his concern for the educational 
and cultural life of the state. Under 
his guidance I am sure the program 
of Mississippi Library Week will again 
be outstanding.” 

Judge Ethridge represents the Third 
(Northern) Supreme Court District of 
Mississippi. He is a resident of Ox- 
ford. He was born in Columbus, at- 
tended grammar and high school in 
West Point, attended Mississippi State 
College, and received his A. B. and 
LLB. degrees from the University of 
Mississippi. He was awarded an LLM. 
degree by the University of Southern 
California and did advanced graduate 
research work in law at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. 

He is a member of the North Jack- 
son Lions Club and was president of 
the Oxford Lions Club for two terms. 
Judge Ethridge practiced law in Ox- 
ford before joining the staff of the 
University of Mississippi Law School 
in 1942. He was associated in the prac- 
tice of law with the firm of Wells, 
Wells, Newman and Thomas in Jack- 
son from 1944 to 1948, when he re- 
turned to Ole Miss as professor of law. 
He became a judge on the Supreme 
Court of Mississippi in 1950 and has 
held the position of Associate Justice 
since 1952. 

Judge Ethridge has served the legal 
profession in many capacities. Among 
them he has been chairman of the 
Southern Law Review Conference, 
president of the Junior Bar Associa- 
tion, Mississippi State Bar; President, 
Jackson Junior Bar Association; Na- 


(Continued on Page 146) 
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30 Prominent Mississippians 
To Spearhead State Drive 


Thirty prominent Mississippians will 
spearhead a statewide drive to encour- 
age more and better reading in the 
daily life of every Mississippian. 

Serving on the Mississippi Library 
Week Committee are: Dr. Sam E. Ash- 
more, Editor, Methodist Advocate, Jack- 
son; James Ballard, President, Missis- 
sippi Municipal Association, Tupelo; 
Mrs. Ross Barnett, Jackson; H. V. 
Cooper, Vice-Chairman, Education 
Committee, State Senate, Vicksburg; 
David Cottrell, Jr., President, State 
Bar Association, Gulfport; Mrs. Eunice 
Ely, State Board Member, American 
Association of University Women, Jack- 
son; Charles Fair, Vice-President, Mis- 
sissippi State Chamber of Commerce, 
Louisville; L. Y. Foote, President, Mis- 
sissippi Bankers Association, Hatties- 
burg; Watson Frazier, President, Mis- 
sissippi Supervisors Association, Mc- 
Cool; Frank Hains, Entertainment Edi- 
tor, Jackson Daily News, Jackson; Mrs. 
Genevieve Harris, President - Elect, 
Home Demonstration Agents Associa- 
tion, Hazlehurst; Mrs. Burnette Y. Hen- 
nington, President, Woman’s Cabinet 





(Continued From Page 145) 


tional Director of American Bar Asso- 
ciation’s Committee on Procedural Re- 
form Studies. He is currently serving 
on the Legislative Study Committee of 
the Mississippi Bar Association. 

He is a member and deacon of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Jackson. 

Among Judge Ethridge’s many writ- 
ings is “Modernizing Mississippi’s Con- 
stitution.” Since 1937 he has contrib- 
uted numerous articles to legal peri- 
odicals throughout the country. 

He is married to the former Lura 
Elizabeth Clark of Jackson and they 
are the parents of four boys. The 
Ethridges make their Jackson home 
at 720 North Street. 
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Mary Love, associate director, Missis 
sippi Library Commission, is executive 
director of the 1961 National Library 
Week. She will work closely witb 
Judge Ethridge and his committee "§ 
NLW development. 
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tives, Vicksburg; The Rev. John Scan- 
jon, State Director, Catholic Schools 
of Mississippi, Jackson; Boswell Ste. 
yens, President, Mississippi Farm Bu- 
reau Federation, Macon; Mrs. Ray- 
mond Stiles, Chairman, Library Serv- 
ice Woman’s Federated Clubs, Sturgis; 
Dr. Andrew Suttle, Director, Missis- 
sippi Industrial Research Center, Jack- 
son; J. M. Tubb, Superintendent, State 
Department of Education, Jackson; 
Robert Webb, Associate Editor, State 
Times, Jackson; Miss Eudora Welty, 
Authoress, Jackson; Ben Woods, Presi- 
dent, Mississippi Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, Jackson. 

Serving as Professional Consultants 
are: Mrs. Lura G. Currier, Director, 
Mississippi Library Commission, Jack- 
son; Mrs. W. H. Sumrall, Supervisor, 
School Libraries, State Department of 
Education, Jackson. 

Plans are now being formulated 
to promote reading on every level 





BUY YOUR 
PREBOUND BOOKS 
from 
FOLLETT LIBRARY 
BOOK CoO. 


¢ Colorful Bindings 


¢ Bound to last the 
life of the book 


* Prompt shipments 


¢ Future dating of 
invoices, if desired 


Are you on our mailing list? 


Follett Library 
Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Bivd. 
Chicago 7, Illinois 





through talks, displays, library open 








houses, publicity in all media, reading 
groups and various school activities. 





Please Request Lists of the Following in Library Binding: 


Easy Books for Younger Children With Reviews and Recommenda- 
tions by Library Authorities. 


The Famous Classics in Good Print With Many Illustrations in Color. 


Teen-Age Novels and Older by Rosamond du Jardin, Janet Lambert, 
Bess Streeter Aldrich, Grace Livingston Hill, Emilie Loring, Zane 
Grey and Others. Books of Science Fiction. 


“Whodunits” and “Westerns” by the Following Popular Authors: 
Gardner, Fair, Christie, Field, Stout, Carr, Max Brand and Others. 


SimcCe 1906 


LIBRARY DISTRIBUTORS 


New Orleans 12, La. 
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The Professional Corner 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: The follow- 
ing excerpts from an article, “The 
Public Library and the Public Bud- 
get,” appeared in the October 1960 
ALA Bulletin and was written by 
Samuel E. Vickers, City Manager 
of Long Beach, California. While 
the actual situation, “City Manag- 
er,” will not fit many Mississippi 
towns, the facts are easily adapted 
to the Mississippi situation. For 
that reason quotes are taken from 
the article.) 


w Ww * 

“The librarian is concerned quite 
properly with the development of an 
organization capable of fulfilling its 
basic purpose of providing the com- 
munity with efficient and economical 
library services. He plans new pro- 


grams or continuance of existing pro- 
grams so as to achieve this aim. The 


decisions involving library service, 
however, have serious financial impli- 
cations. It has been my observance 
that library people as a group tend 
to be idealistic in their outlook... . 
But in his capacity as an adminis- 
trator, the librarian must temper his 
idealism with practicality. 

“The librarian generally must take 
into account that his department is 
competing for funds with numerous 
other city departments . . . Since there 
are only so many tax dollars to finance 
all municipal services, it is extremely 
important for the librarian to justify 
as thoroughly as possible his depart- 
ment’s claim for a reasonable propor- 
tion of the total city budget. The more 
effective his justification, the more 
readily he will find acceptance of the 
library’s budgetary requests. This in- 
formation (justification) must be based 
on facts, not guesswork. Legislative 
bodies have a reputation of taking a 
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critical view of requests for new pro 
grams, or services when the latter ay 
unsupported by convincing justific, 
tion. In a sense the problem of th 
librarian becomes one of educating 
the city council to library needs. 

“Budget estimates should be base 
upon work programs. Legislators often 
may be unfamiliar with the technica 
aspects of library work. Therefor 
they must be convinced of the valu 
of the work to be performed befor 
they can be expected to vote the total 
amount of the request. It goes a. 
most without saying that a libraria 
would not in any event want to bk 
placed in the position of defending any 
unrealistic requests. The librarian can 
render invaluable assistance to the 
city manager by providing him with 
reports which explain library needs, 
services and accomplishments in : 
factual, concise and illuminating ma 
ner. 


“It is apparent that the emphasis 
. . . has been placed on the librarian’ 
role as an administrator rather tha 
a professional specialist. This has no 
been done with any intent of minimiz 
ing the latter function of the librarian 
It seems fitting, however, to highlight 
the administrative nature of his pos: 
tion in terms of the librarian’s rel 
tionships with the city manager... 
It is only through a better understané 
ing of each other’s problems that they 
will accomplish their mutual objectives 
of enhancing the value of the public 
library as a vital community resource.’ 





A fanatic is a man that does wha 
he thinks the Lord wud do if ! 
knew the facts uv the case. — Finle 
Peter Dunne. 
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Dedicated At Missississippi Southern 
New Joe Cook Memorial Library 


Delegates on their way to Biloxi for Books and related materials are ar- 
NY prof the MLA meeting stopped to tour the ranged in four divisional areas: Hu- 


et a B® new Joe Cook Memorial Library at ™€nities, Social Science, Science and 
stifics 








of the Mississippi Southern College, Hatties- . F 
cating UTE, to enjoy a cordial welcome and College Libraries 
s. a professional treat as they saw in this 








base( functional ultra-modern structure, the Technology, Education and Psychology, 
s often results of years of expert planning by and each subject field has its own 
*hnica § administrators. staff to give reference service. Both 
>refore The new building, begun in February, stacks and reading areas are inter- 
- value 1959, was ready for service September mingled throughout the library. Book 
before 19, 1960, and was dedicated on October stacks are open to all, but patrons are 
e total B 2 during the 50th Annivarsary Home. ‘UDJect to checking at the door. 
es iB coming activities. Completely fireproof, In addition to these facilities, there 
orariat ® completely air-conditioned, the $850,000 4T€ typing rooms, a bibliography room, 
to be structure will accommodate 200,000 C°llege archives, the Mississippi Room, 
























ing any volumes and seat more than 700 stu- the Sam Woods Room for rare books 
ian cau dents at one time. (Continued on Page 150) 
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At the dedication of Mississippi Southern College Library, October 22, were: 

es whalg§Dr. John F. Nau Chaplain, Mississippi Southern College; Mr. Tom Biggs, 

) if heg Architect, Biggs, Weir & Chandler; Mr. Heber Ladner, Secretary of State; 

_ Finley “iss Anna M. Roberts, Librarian, Mississippi Southern College; Dr. William 
D, McCain, President, Mississippi Southern College; Dr. Porter L. Fortune, 
Dean of the College and of Graduate School, Mississippi Southern College. 
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and maps, the technical processes de- 
partment, a staff lounge, offices, a Li- 
prary Science Department, with two 
classrooms and a study room, and 
micro-film and duplicator services. 
However, the modular design of the 
building, with each module 22% by 
22% feet, has resulted in a minimum 
of permanent walls to carry out the 
concept of flexibility. 

The overall effect of the building is 
restful and artistic. The front, with 
its southern exposure, is screened by 
a lace-like grey tile facade, set off by 
flood lights automatically timed for 
illumination at night. Interior walls 
are painted in tones of grey and yel- 
low with the module columns covered 
with harmonizing plastic cloth. The 
tables in varying sizes of walnut and 
formica, and the 87 individual carrels 
along the windows, harmonize with the 
general color scheme. The sofas and 
chairs in the informal areas are up- 
holstered in tangerine and yellow with 
this same color repeated on some of 
the walnut study chairs throughout the 
library. The front window drapery is 
in panels of natural, toast and blue 
transparent material with figured cur- 
tains across the back in the same 


colors. 

The new building is two stories high 
212 feet across the front and back and 
122 feet deep. The back, which faces 
north, presents an unbroken series of 
windows, each row extending from the 
foundation to the top, with porcelain- 
ized steel spandrels of grey-green at 
each floor level. These rows, framed 
in aluminum and bolted on, are so con- 
structed for the purpose of enlarging 
the building as needed. Elevators are 
an added convenience, and a penthouse 
contains the air-conditioning and heat- 
ing mechanism. 

Headed by Miss Anna Roberts, Li- 
brarian, the new library has a staff 
of 15, plus 40 student assistants. This 
is the third library on the campus to 
be headed by Miss Roberts since she 
came to Southern in 1926, during the 
presidency of Joe Cook, for whom the 
library is named. The first library cov- 
ered half of the first floor of Science 
Hall, housing seven or eight thousand 
volumes. By 1931, the entire first floor 
was taken over. During the Christmas 
holidays in 1939, the library was moved 
into a new building which housed 
about 23,000 volumes. With the rapid 
growth of the college after World War 


(Continued on Page 152) 


The New Joe Cook Memorial Library at Mississippi Southern College was 
dedicated October 22nd. 
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II to its present record enrollment of 
more than 4,000 students, the present 
new building, of which Mississippians 
are proud, became a necessity. 

Other members of the library staff 
are: Mrs. Mary Jo Magee, assistant 
librarian; Mrs. Maude Smith, senior 
reference librarian; Miss Elizabeth Var- 
daman, periodicals librarian; Mrs. An- 
nette Wilder, reference librarian in 
Social Sciences; Miss Corrie Bunch, 
general reference librarian; Miss Shir- 
ley Murphy, reference librarian in Hu- 
manities; Mrs. Mary Louise McAdams, 
cataloger; Mrs. Joe Hasson, circulation 
librarian; Miss Madeline Flynt, assist- 
ant professor of Library Science; Mrs. 
Dorolyn Zimmerman, assistant catalog- 
er; Miss Lillian Smith, assistant circu- 
lation librarian; and Miss Velma Bond, 
Mrs. James Geverd and Miss Rae Ann 
Musgrave, clerical assistants. 





Time does not become sacred to us 
until we have lived it. — Mary Gardi- 
ner Brainard. 








REDDY KILOWATT © 


says: 

Mississippi is blessed with 
abundant mineral resources, 
a plentiful supply of water 
and rich forest and agricul- 
tural lands. Development of 
these resources requires an 
ample supply of dependable 
electricity and MP&L is con- 
stantly planning and build- 
ing ahead to assure ample 
power for progress. 














Mississippi Power & Light Co. 
HELPING BUILD MISSISSIPPI 


for over a third of a century 





First and second floors of the Joe Cook Memorial Library from the stairway). 
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Mrs. Etta E. Pace, Mississippi State 
College for Women, was elected presi- 
dent of the College Section of MLA 
at the recent convention. Serving with 
her for the coming year are: Mrs. Bil- 
lie Bozone, Mississippi State Univer- 
sity, Vice-Chairman, and Peggy May, 
East Mississippi Junior College, Secre- 
tary. 

Dr. Joseph O. Baylen, professor of 
History, Mississippi State University, 
spoke at the College Section break- 
fast, October 29 in Biloxi. His topic 
was “A Research Stay in the Soviet 
Union.” 


“The road to Soviet Heaven is paved 
with education,” Dr. Baylen told the 
large number of college librarians and 
visitors. He said the Russian people 
realize the future of their nation and 
their social order lies in the youth. 

Dr. Baylen stated it is time the 
American people get over the feeling 
that Russia is a slave state. He said 
the average Russian has enjoyed con- 
siderable freedom since the end of the 
Stalin rule. 


Russians today express deep satis- 
faction with their own form of gov- 
ernment, without the desire to inflict 
itupon others, the speaker said. The 
average Russian does not believe his 
country wants war, but rather thinks 
the American leaders are war-hungry. 

The Russians are very proud of their 
accomplishments in both industry and 
science which they have made in the 
40 years since the revolution of 1917, 
Dr. Baylen said. 

Americans, he said, underestimate 
the basic strength of the Russian peo- 
ple which exists mainly because they 
are dedicated to their way of life and 
apparently have no doubts about their 
system of government. 

Dr. Baylen told his attentive audi- 
nee that Moscow State University Li- 
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Dr. Baylen Speaks On U. S. S. R.; 
Mrs. Pace Is Elected Chairman 






Officers of the college libraries sec- 
tion, MLA, include Peggy May, East 
Mississippi Junior College, secretary, 


and Mrs. Billie Bozone, Mississippi 
State University, vice-chairman. Mrs. 
Etta Pace, MSCW, is chairman. 





brary was originally part of the Uni- 
versity’s famed Gorki Library founded 
in 1756 (a year after the birth of Mos- 
cow University) and consisted of more 
than 5 million volumes. Of this total, 
some 1,700,000 volumes are located in 
the University Library at the new cam- 
pus of the University on Lenin Hills, 
overlooking the Soviet capital. Circu- 
lation of books is restricted and stu- 
dents must be carefully screened be- 
fore being permitted to check out for- 
eign language books. Works written 
by “enemies of the people” — and this 
includes former President Harry Tru- 
man — are classified. However, a large 
number of periodicals in all fields of 
study, published abroad, are circulated 
freely for the use of students and the 
faculty, and digests of magazines are 
also sent out. 


Favorite American authors include 
Theodore Dreiser, James Fenimore 
Cooper, Mark Twain, Upton Sinclair. 
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BOOK FAIR AT M. S. C. W. 

The third annual Book Fair was held 
in the Library Science Dept. of M. S. 
C. W. December 7-9 under the spon- 
sorship of Beta Chapter of Alpha Beta 
Alpha, aided by the Library Science 
Club. A poster contest preceding the 
Fair furnished plenty of advertising 
material for town and college. Attrac- 
tive groups of books on many subjects 
of interest to children and adults were 
displayed for sale amidst brilliant 
Christmas decorations. Helen Lowry, 
senior library science major, was over- 
all chairman of the event. Proceeds 
will be used for expenses of delegates 
to the Alpha Beta Alpha convention. 

Bordon Deal, Mississippi author, 
whose latest book is “Dragon’s Wine,” 
published by Scribner, was guest speak- 
er for the Book Fair. 


STUDENT LIBRARY 
ASSISTANTS 

Student Library Assistants are espe- 
cially important in the college libra- 
ries of Mississippi. Their interest and 
their meetings, such as was held in 
Jackson, November 12, fill us with 
hope that some of these superior stu- 
dents will decide to become librarians. 
Mrs. Josephine Alexander, Librarian, 
All Saints’ Episcopal College, reports 
that members of the Beta Club and 
other students are key workers there 
who help with all library duties. M. S. 
C. W. reports 22 students who help in 
the library; Mississippi Southern Col- 
lege, 40. These young people make an 
important contribution during their 
college careers. 





IN MEMORIAM 

Funeral services were held at 
Santa Barbara, California, in Sep- 
tember for Miss Myra O’Brien, Li- 
brarian of Delta State College from 
1930 until her retirement in 1945. 

Miss Grey Irion, who was for 
many years librarian of Stephen D. 
Lee High School in Columbus, died 
in West Point, Miss., October 22. 
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Mrs. Brainerd Cheney, president-elect 
of Southeastern Library Association, 
and a member of the staff of George 
Peabody College for Teachers Library 
School (center), addressed a convoca 
t.on at MSCW recently on the subject, 
“Reading for Life.” The Beta Chapter 
of Alpha Beta Alpha gave a tea in her 
honor. With Mrs. Cheney are Mrs. 
Kenneth P. Gatchell, acting head, Li- 
brary Science Department, MSCW, and 
Dr. Charles P. Hogarth, President of 
MSCW. 


DR. MISHOFF TO SUPERVISE 
ASIA FOUNDATION GRANT 

Dr. Willard O. Mishoff, director of 
the M. S. C. W. Library, has been ap- 
pointed to the Library Education Di- 
vision of the ALA to supervise the 
Asia Foundation Grant recipients at: 
tending library schools in Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana and Mis 
sissippi. Through his efforts, two stu 
dents, Suiko Maki from Japan and At. 
lanta University, and Mrs. Malathi 
Reddy from Madras, India, and Emory 
University, attended the recent SELA 
conference as representatives of the 
Foundation. Their colorful native cos- 
tumes, and words of greeting, added 
much to the proceedings. 

Dr. Mishoff will attend a meeting 
of the Asia Foundation Grant Com- 
mittee at the mid-winter session of the 
ALA in Chicago, February 2, 1961. 
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Trustees re-elected their entire slate 
of officers at the MLA Convention in 
Biloxi, October 27-29. Serving again 
as chairman of the Trustees Section of 
MLA is Mrs. Gordon White. Mrs. 
White is a trustee of the Meridian 
Public Libraries and has been active 
in the work of the Community De- 
velopment Club, Home Demonstration 
Club, local and state; Farm Bureau 
and many other civic organizations. 

E. W. Clinton, Monticello, trustee of 
the Lincoln-Lawrence Regional Li- 
brary, was re-named vice-chairman. 
Secretary for the section is to be ap- 
pointed later. 


At the Trustees Section luncheon 
held Friday, October 28th, a panel dis- 
cussed the responsibilities of librarians 
and trustees to the library and to each 
other. Panel members included: mod- 
erator, Lucile Miller, director, Tombig- 
bee Regional Library; Mrs. Lucy Som- 
erville Howorth, trustee, Cleveland; E. 
C. Leonard, trustee, Meridian; Elenora 
Gralow, librarian, Fisk Library, Nat- 
chez; Elliott Thompson, Librarian, Pon- 
totoe County Library. 
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Trustees Discuss Responsibilities 
At MLA Convention Luncheon 


enthusiasm that she attended the last 
two conventions of ALA ... and plans 





Trustees’ Section 











to attend the midwinter meeting of 
ALA in Chicago.” 

“We are particularly pleased because 
we have such an outstanding group of 
men who are active in the Trustees 
Section,” continued Miss Miller. “I 
can remember the day when some gov- 
erning bodies considered the public li- 
brary to be a very nice project for 
the ladies and the financial support 
they gave reflected this attitude.” 

“With the greatly expanding library 
programs throughout the country, we 
find trustees making a sincere effort 
to understand clearly and specifically 
their responsibilities. In Mississippi 
where trustees are becoming more nu- 
merous, we find them asking just what 
is expected of them,” said Miss Miller. 

The discussion theme was built 
around the implications of the Missis- 
sippi Library Laws as seen against the 
background of the three main duties 
of trustees found in Miriam Manley 
Winser’s Handbook for Library Trus- 
tees, namely: 1. Policy making duties 
of trustees. 2. Preparation of the bud- 
get. 3. Approval and work toward ob- 
taining necessary funds for operating 


(Continued on Page 156) 


Chatting following the trustees luncheon at the convention were these lead- 
ing trustees. All of the trustees felt they profited from the panel discussion. 
The representation of trustees attending this year’s convention was excellent. 
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(Continued From Page 155) 
the library. 

“To fulfill these functions,” said the 
panel, “a board needs to be well in- 
formed about libraries in general and 
Mississippi Library Laws in particular. 
The Mississippi Library Commission 
makes available to all trustee boards 
a digest of these laws upon re- 


quest. The librarian is responsible 
for an informed board of _ trus- 
tees. This may be accomplished by 


instruction from her, by a study of the 
handbook mentioned above, and/or by 
area workshops where various boards 
may discuss their duties.” 

Public Relations was an important 
topic of the panel. As a basis for good 
financial support, it may be carried on 
formally and informally, in such ways 
as courtesy of staff members to pa- 
trons; informal conversation in social 
and club groups; formal programs in 
civic clubs; displays, posters, charts; 
annual reports published in paper or 
mailed to the public; and by radio, tel- 
evision and newspaper publicity, par- 
ticularly during National Library 
Week. 

Book Selection came in for lively dis- 
cussion and some definite recommen- 
dations. At this point it is necessary 
that board members support the libra- 
rian who is responsible for book se- 
lection. 

A close working relationship exists 
between the local libraries and the 
state agency. The best contribution 
libraries can make to the state agency 
is: 1. Study to understand its de- 
velopmental program, and 2. Work to 
influence legislation for stronger fi- 
nancial support. 

Rating sheets for evaluation of pub- 
lic libraries compiled to fit into the 
merit community program of the Mis- 
sissippi Economic Council was meas- 
ured against national standards. No 
Mississippi library does or is likely to 
meet national standards. It was esti- 
mated that not more than six libraries 
in Mississippi received $1 per capita 
as included in Mississippi’s rating 
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Ewart A. Autry 


Is State Author 

Under the by-line “Eldon Roark” in 
the Memphis Press-Scimitar appeared 
a most interesting column about the 
Rev. Ewart A. Autry, husband of a 
member of the Benton County Library 
Board. 

Mr. Autry is well known to lovers 
of outdoor stories, both fact and fic. 
tion. Author Autry’s tales about wild. 
life, about his neighbors and the joys 
of country living in secluded Whip. 
poorwill Valley (located about a mile 
off State Highway 5, halfway between 
Hickory Flat and Ashland) have been 
printed in many national magazines. 

Mrs. Autry helps her husband with 
his writing. Together they edit all of 
his articles and stories and she types 
the final copies which are sent to pub- 
lications. She also takes the pictures 
that illustrate his stories. 

Mr. Autry is pastor of two country 
churches — nearby Pine Grove Bap- 
tist and Bay Springs, which is about 
40 miles away. He alternates in preach- 
ing at these places. 
for the churches and plays for the re. 
ligious services and for special church 
programs. 

The couple is not only interested 
in writing, but in reading. Testimonial 
to that fact is Mrs. Autry’s outstanding 
interest in libraries and her service on 
the Benton County Library Board. 





sheets, much less the $3.50 in national 
standards. It was agreed that the rat- 
ing sheets are goals toward which Mis- 
sissippi libraries can work to achieve 
minimum standards possible in Mis 
sissippi’s economic climate. 

At their business meeting the trus- 
tees voted to sponsor area workshops 
during the coming year. They also 
voted to recommend that every library 
in the state make available the Hand- 
book on Library Trustees by Wisner 
to the board and that board discussion 
of the book be part of the 1961 pro 
gram. 
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INHERENT 
¥ FEATURES 
OF 


ob BOUND-T0-STAY-BOUND 
PREBOUND BOOKS 


Basically the four features 
shown on the leit are 
reasons why you should 
always consider ““Bound- 
to-Stay-Bound’’ Prebound 
Books before you buy any. 
If there cre doubts in 
your mind. we urge you 
to read the verious pieces 
of inf 

prepared on ‘the subject 
of these books. It is 
available to you for no 
more than your request 
on a post card. We'll send 
you. too, a catalog of 
favorite authors and titles. 
Our 40th Year Research- 
ing and Building Better 
Bindings. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


io) 
“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND™ PRESOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, TLLINOIS 














THE H. R. HUNTTING 
COMPANY, INC. 


Library Specialists 
56 years experience 


One source for 
all your library books 
Catalogs on request 
Burnett Road & First Ave. 
CHICOPEE FALLS, MASS. 


Exit 6 Mass. Turnpike 


Visitors Welcome 
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J. D. Fairley Dies 
Suddenly Thanksgiving 


J. D. Fairley of Forest, re-elected 
secretary of the Trustee Section of 
Mississippi Library Association at their 
October meeting, died on Thanksgiv- 
ing day following a heart attack. He 
was 43 years old. 

Mr. Fairley had served for two years 
as Trustee of the Capital Area Re- 
gional Library. A member of the Meth- 
odist-Protestant church, he was active 
in church affairs and took particular 
interest in the cultural and educational 
needs of his community. 

He leaves his wife, two daughters 
and a son. 

The Mississippi Library Association 
will deeply miss Mr. Fairley’s interest, 
encouragement and sound judgment, 
and is deeply thankful for the benefits 
it received under his leadership. 





NEW TRUSTEE APPOINTMENTS 

Francis Leyens has been appointed 
to the Vicksburg Public Library Board. 
He fills the vacancy caused by the sud- 
den death of Mr. Sam Switzer. 

Gordon W. Gulmon, a geologist, has 
been appointed the fifth member of 
the Fisk Public Library, Natchez, 
board of trustees. 

At the organizational meeting of the 
Shelby Library Board of Trustees, Mrs. 
Jack Denton was elected chairman. 
Other members are Mrs. H. L. Bretell, 
Mrs. Harry Childress, James McKenzie 
and Charles Newton. 





NEWTON NEWS 

In Newton weekly book reviews, 
prepared by a library trustee have ap- 
peared in the local newspaper, The 
Record. Much local interest has been 
shown in these reviews which were 
made from books in the local library. 

Two trustees with six other matrons 
have organized a Great Books Discus- 
sion Group which meets monthly in 
Newton. 

Prizes for junior groups are being 
considered for prescribed reading. 
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Benton County Votes 
Library Support 


Because of the efforts and determi- 
nation of the Benton County Library 
Board, the Benton County Board of 
Supervisors voted to provide monetary 
support for libraries. Their support 
came at the regular July meeting fol- 
lowing a year of demonstrated library 
service in Benton County. 

Members of the Benton County Li- 
brary Board are Jennie Sue Coltharp. 
Mrs. S. E. Shoup, Mrs. Treadwell Al- 
drich, Mrs. Curtis Hines, and Mrs. 
Ewart A. Autry. Tuwanna Bennett is 
Ashland Librarian. 

The libraries are a part of the North- 
east Regional Library. Located at Hick- 
ory Flat and Ashland, they are the re- 
sult of cooperative efforts of the North- 
east Regional Library, the Benton 
County Library Board, the Mississippi 
Library Commission and the individual 
efforts of clubs and citizens. 

Each library has a Smokey Bear 
reading club. Each branch has a week- 
ly story hour. Books for Vacation Bible 
Schools were furnished when request- 
ed. Books for Home Demonstration 
Council Reading Certificates have been 
supplied. Materials are available for 
Fair exhibits, displays and special in- 
terest events. Talking books for the 
blind of the county are also made 
available. 

A year ago Benton County had no 
libraries. By May 31, 1960, the circu- 
lation was 36,772. The bookmobile has 
become a welcome addition to commu- 
nity life. 





DO YOU KNOW? 


Do you know there are 24 Great 
Books discussion groups in Mississippi? 

Did you know that 12 of them are 
sponsored by public libraries? 


Did you know that should you want 
to organize a Great Books group that 
Mr. Howard Will, Jr., Southern Area 
Director, Great Books Foundation. 
Southwestern Campus, 2000 North 
Parkway, Memphis 12, Tenn., will as. 
sist you to organize, train your leaders 
and nurture you until you are able 
to go it alone? 

How do members of Great Books dis. 
cussion groups feel about their ex. 
perience? 

“Great Books gave me just the push 
I needed to read things I had been 
intending to read but never got around 
to. Now I do it with others and the 
enjoyment is tremendous.” — Brook: 
haven. 

“This (Great Books discussion group) 
is the finest thing that we have ever 
had in our town.” — Corinth. 

“We have fun after the discussion 
is over relating it to pressing current 
problems. I have to run them out of 
the library with the discussion contin 
uing in the yard.” — A Librarian. 

“Even though it is not customary 
we met through the summer months.” 
— Laurel. 

“We sat on the edge of our chairs 
when we discussed the Confessions of 
St. Augustine.” — Corinth. 

For more information write the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission. 





Gt «s a 





Colonial Book Service 


Specialists in supplying the out-of-print books 
as listed in all Library Indices (Granger Poetry; 
Essay and General Literature; Shaw; Standard; 
Fiction; Biography; Lamont Catalogue; Speech, 


WANT LISTS INVITED 
23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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lee County Library Offers Special Help 


Lee County Library goes the second 
mile in providing services for ALL 
patrons, including the blind, the ill, 
the exceptional, the handicapped, the 
crippled, and persons reaching the 
“Golden Years.” 

HANDICAPPED — Although Stevie 
Monts of Plantersville has had cere- 
bral palsy and cannot travel as fast 
as other boys and girls, he can outdis- 
tance them in reading. Reading is 
Stevie’s favorite pastime. He frequent- 
ly use the phone to request titles he 
wants the bookmobile to bring on the 
regular Plantersville route. His visits 
to the central library are a real treat 
for him. 

HOSPITALIZED — Wilson Long, Jr.., 
reminisces about the book which “sav- 
ed the night” at the Northeast Com- 
munity Hospital. Wilson shared a ward 
with four children who had suffered 
asimilar fate, tonsilectomy. After Mrs. 
Long had read “Willie Goes to the Hos- 
pital,” one of the books from the Lee 
County Library book cart, throats were 
not nearly so sore. Hospital library 
service is enjoyed by many adult pa- 
tients as well as children. “My hos- 
pital stay was actually pleasant.” con- 
fessed Itawamba Superintendent of Ed- 
ucation Wendell Brown. “I had books 
from the Lee County Library book 
cart and plenty of time to read them.” 

EXCEPTIONAL — Children in the 
Special Education Classes for Excep- 
tional Children visit the Lee County 
Library regularly each Friday morn- 
ing. Accompanied by the Reader’s Ad- 
visor, they enjoy browsing and choos- 
ing books that will be of special bene- 
fit and interest. 

“GOLDEN YEARS” — Constant re- 
quests come from Older Adults for 
books with large print, covering a 
Tange of subjects both fiction and clas- 
sified materials. Special activities pro- 
vide pleasure and profit. Mrs. Vay 
Sample, a regular contributor from 
Verona to the annual Lee County Art 
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Exhibit sponsored by the library, feels 
that the library offers a real opportu- 
nity to persons who have reached the 


Public Libraries 














“Golden Years” to pursue a_ worth- 
while hobby. “I had the time of my 
life,’ said Mr. Jim Harris of Shannon 
in speaking of the local history pro- 
gram on television in which he partici- 
pated during National Library Week. 

BLIND — “Lee County Library of- 
fers excellent service for the Blind,” 
declares Mr. Gilbert Clark, who has 
a “seeing eye wife.” Frequent requests 
come from Mr. Clark for special read- 
ing materials and advisory service. Al- 
though the library no longer contains 
a deposit of talking books, Mr. Clark 
continues to enjoy listening to these 
“wonderful books for people who can- 
not see.” “It was through the Lee 
County Library that I got my machine 
and my first talking books,” he is 
quick to say. 

CRIPPLED — Attractive Miss Gwin 
Blackwell, a victim of polio 20 years 
ago just as she was reaching adult- 
hood, was pleased to learn of the ramp 
provided especially for people in wheel- 
chairs. “Now I can come to the li- 
brary and select books for myself,” 
she says. 








IN MEMORIAM 

Mrs. Dorothy Carpenter, Libra- 
rian, Cleveland Public Library, 
was killed recently when a fire 
swept her home. 

Mr. J. D. Fairley, Forest, mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees of 
the Capital Area Regional Li- 
brary, and recently elected sec- 
retary of the Trustees Section, 
MLA, died suddenly this past 
month. 
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Bob Outlaw 


Outlaw Is Chairman; 
Workshops Planned 


The public libraries section, MLA, 
at their business meeting during the 
recent convention at Biloxi, voted to 
name Bobby Outlaw chairman. Out- 
law is a librarian at the Cleveland 
Public Library. His wife was elected 
secretary of the public libraries sec- 
tion. 

The group voted to sponsor in-serv- 
ice training workshops and named a 
committee to make arrangements for 
such meetings. Mrs. Iola Magee, Lin- 
coln-Lawrence Co. Regional Library, 
and Jeanne Broach, Meridian Public 
Library, were named Administrators. 
Others on the committee include: Mrs. 
Russell Lyon, Capital Regional Li- 
brary; Mrs. Maxine McNeill, Mid-Mis- 
sissippi Regional Library; Mrs. Grace 
Elkin, Mid-Mississippi Regional Libra- 
ry. Bobby Outlaw was named ex-of- 
ficio member of the group. 





What wisdom can you find that is 
greater than kindness? — Jean Jacques 
Rousseau. 
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Northeast Regional Library 
Has New Librarian 


Penelope Moore, of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., has been appointed Assistant 
Librarian in the Corinth Library by 
the Northeast Regional Library Board. 
She will assist Mrs. Godwin, Librarian 
of the Corinth Library, and perform 
general duties in the headquarters of 
the Regional Library. Sue Roberts, 
who worked as a high school student 
assistant in the public library last year. 
has been appointed to work in the 
Bookmobile Department; she will be 
assistant to Mrs. Dorothy Haynie, 
Bookmobile Librarian. 

The third week in September the 
Northeast Regional Library went “mod- 
ern”: the cataloging department start. 
ed the use of Wilson catalog cards, a 
new registration was begun in the Cor. 
inth Library, a Gaylord charging ma 
chine was installed in the Corinth Li- 
brary, and a new bookmobile was put 
into service. 

The Chalybeate Library, Mrs. J. A. 
Archer, Librarian, has moved into larg- 
er quarters and had open house on Sat: 
urday, October 1. The Walnut Library, 
Mrs. Palmer Harrison, Librarian, has 
a most attractive little new building 
for the library; it is being completely 
furnished and they will have open 
house during Book Week. 

There was a meeting of the staff of 
Northeast Regional Library in the li 
brary at Corinth Thursday, November 
3. Mrs. Heddrick, Librarian of the Mar 
shall County Library, and Mrs. Greer 
Librarian at Potts Camp Library, at 
tended the meeting of all the branc 
librarians and headquarters staff. The 
will participate in the staff meetings 
each time. 
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Holmes County Library 


Has Active Program 


Holmes Countians are most inter- 
sted in good libraries. 

Over a year ago the town of Pick- 
as purchased an old filling station, 
redecorated and made the necessary 
improvements in it and housed the 
branch library there. Headquarters at 
Durant has been redecorated through- 
wt, received several new fluorescent 
lights and some new book stacks, most 
gf this work being done by the city 
of Durant. 

The local clubs furnished the library 
vith beautiful new shades, the Cas- 
tllian Garden Club presented us with 
alovely electric clock and the library 
ward gave the library a beautiful 
wought iron fern stand. 

Last spring the town of Lexington, 
vith the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. 
tugh Nichols, built a beautiful new 
wif brick building on a lot just off 
the square and this is the new Munici- 
wl Library of Lexington. All three 
these libraries are air-conditioned. 
York on improvement of the Tchula 
anch will begin within a month. 
Holmes County Library serves five 
ranches: Pickens, Goodman, Lexing- 
on, Tchula and West, and three read- 
ing centers at Coxburg, Enery and 
(uger. The library also keeps books 
md magazines at the two county hos- 
jitals. 





Jackson Takes Bids 
On Branch Library 


The Jackson Public Library has re- 
tived bids for the construction of a 


Of the 12 bids submitted, 
le low bid was for $97,031. 
The new library building will be 
wilt on McDowell and Key street and 
ill conform to the style of architec- 
we now used in other Jackson sub- 
than library structures. 
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First Regional Library 


Plans New Branches 

Story hour programs through the 
summer months were most successful 
in the Oxford, Batesville, Sardis and 
Amma Gray Horn libraries of the First 
Regional Library System. 

At the September meeting of the 
Regional Board of Trustees plans were 
announced for the future opening of 
colored branches in Batesville and Ox- 
ford. 

First Regional Library radio pro- 
grams are now on schedule monthly 
at Station WSUH in Oxford as well 
as Station WBLE in Batesville. Mrs. 
N. B. Jones conducts the Oxford radio 
program and Mrs. R. T. Riser, Chair- 
man of the Regional Board of Trustees, 
Mr. J. W. Hudspeth, Director, and Mrs. 
Bess Hawken, Assistant Director, alter- 
nate in giving the programs over Sta- 
tion WBLE. 

The First Regional Library has plans 
underway for observing Children’s 
Book Week November 13-19 in each of 
its 10 branches. 





Bay St. Louis Has 


Louise Crawford Room 

The Louise Crawford Room was ded- 
icated at City-County Memorial Li- 
brary, Bay St. Louis, in October. Miss 
Crawford, who founded the library, 
was cited as one of Hancock County’s 
“most beloved and distinguished citi- 
zens” by Mrs. James Robert of Wave- 
land, former president of the library 
board and dedication speaker. 

Mrs. Robert recalled that the library 
was started with 200 books and $12 
a month just 24 years ago. “Today we 
have a library of which we are justly 
proud,” she said. 

A portrait of Miss Crawford, created 
and presented by Mrs. Lloyd Griffith 
to the library, hangs in the entrance 
room of the building. 





’Tis the good reader that makes the 
good book. — Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
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It’s News To Me— 


Effie Pell, librarian at Pearl High 
School, in Rankin County, formerly 
taught in the Jones County Schools. 

Officers of the Jones County Libra- 
rians Organization for the school year 
1960-61 are: Mrs. W. E. Helen, Calhoun 
Attendance Center, president; Mrs. W. 
W. Touchstone, Glade Attendance Cen- 
ter, secretary-treasurer; Mrs. A. C. 
Knight, Myrick Attendance Center, re- 
porter. 

Mrs. Rose Harrison, Librarian at 
Hickory Flat School, reports additions 
are being made to their school build- 
ing to provide more room and modern 
library facilities. 

Mrs. Bessie Fike, Librarian at Agri- 
cola Attendance Center, and five of 
her student assistants attended the Dis- 
trict VII Student Library Assistants 
meeting at Pass Christian School on 
October 18. 

Mrs. R. M. Dent, Jr., of Bolton, has 





LEADING IN SERVICE 
TO AMERICAN LIBRARIES 


ANY BOOK! ANY BINDING! 
ANY PUBLISHER! 


One of America’s exclusive whole- 
sale library booksellers. 


CHECK THESE ADVANTAGES: 
Liberal Discounts 
Packing Invoice with Shipment 
Prompt Report on Shorts 
Excellent Prebounds 
One Stop Service 
Prompt Delivery 


We use Electronic Business Ma- 
chines for speed and accuracy in 
special ordering, reporting and bill- 
ing your orders. 


Remember — “SERVICE” is our 
middle name 


LIBRARY SERVICE 


COMPANY, INC. 


19 West Main St. 1512 W. Mulberry 
Okla. City, Okla. Denton, Texas 
4121 El Camino Way 
Palo Alto, California 
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been appointed part-time reference ag. Scho 
sistant, Mississippi College Library, §%™ ' 
Dr. Susan B. Riley, of George Pe;. this fa 
body College for Teachers, has given} At } 
the library at Delta State College, , with M 
bound volume of the LADIES’ Cow. @ approx 
PANION, dated 1840. cently 
Four new staff members have been & With th 
added this year at Mississippi South. @ library 
ern College Library: Corrie Bunch, § ‘fice 
Reference Librarian in the Mississippi § a4 fu 
Room; Shirley Murphy, Reference Li New 
brarian, Humanities Division; Lillian J also be 
Smith, Assistant in Circulation Depart & tendan 
ment; Mrs. Leo Zimmerman, Assistant § $. Bric 
in the Cataloging Department. Fres! 
Mabel Brister and Eleanor Harkins & pooks 
of the Delta State College Library & the ap, 
were consultants at West Tallahatchie & jie Set 
on Oct. 12 and active in the state meet: & js Lib 
ing of the Student Library Assistants jen 
at Bailey Junior High School, Jackson, & igh | 
November 12. shelve: 
to acec 

vide a 


GAYLORD 
BOOK 
TRUCKS 


/ 











GAYLORD BROS., INC. 
LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. STOCKTON, CALIF. 
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School Libraries Have ‘New Look’ 


School libraries throughout the state 
sem to be taking on a “new look” 
this fall. 

At Noxubee County High School, 
with Mrs. Georgia B. Taylor, Librarian. 
approximately 100 new books have re- 
cently been selected in accordance 
with the accreditation standards. The 
library, conference room and private 
office are painted an eye-rest green 
and furnished with modern fixtures. 

New furniture and materials have 
also been added to the Shuqualak At- 
tendance Center, according to Mrs. W. 
§. Bridges, Librarian. 

Fresh paint, new furniture, new 
books and periodicals have changed 
the appearance of the Brooksville Pub- 
lie School Library. Mrs. R. B. Bragg 
is Librarian. 

Alene Valentine, Librarian, Collins 
High School, reports additional book 
shelves have been built in the library 
to accommodate new books and to pro- 
vide a place to file old magazines in 


the workroom. 





School Libraries 











vide a place to file old magazines in 
the workroom. 

The Mt. Olive Attendance Center 
library reports a new arrangement of 
shelves has been built in the library 
to accommodate new books and to pro- 


provide a place to file old magazines 
in the workroom. 


NEW LIBRARY CLUBS 

New library clubs have been organ- 
ized in Seminary and Collins. Mrs. W. 
J. Bryant, Librarian of the Seminary 
High School, reports much enthusiasm 
for the new club which holds monthly 
meetings and gives actual demonstra- 
tions of library procedure. 

The Collins High School library club 
has 58 members. Alene Valentine, Li- 
brarian, is their sponsor. This club 
meets twice monthly. 








333 East Ontario Street 





Books... and Service 
from McCLURG’'S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of 
specialized library service, is equipped 
to serve you well! Our staff is skilled in 
the handling of Library, School and 
College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage . . . and 
the opportunity to serve you. 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 


Chicago 11, Illinois 
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THE NEW SCHOOL LIBRARY STANDARDS 


An Address Given Before the Joint Meeting of the 
School and Public Libraries Sections, MLA 


October 


28, 1960 


by 


Eleanor E. Ahlers, 
American Association 


It was with a great deal of pleasure 
that I accepted your invitation to at- 
tend the meeting of the Mississippi 
Library Association and to speak to 
you today. I am pleased to represent 
the American Library Association and 
to bring you greetings from the staff 
at Headquarters. 


This morning I am to talk to you 
about the new school library stand- 
ards in relation to the entire library 
profession and particularly as they af- 
fect school and public librarians work- 
ing together. It is important for you 
who are public, college and university 
librarians to understand the new school 
library standards; it is, of course, even 
more essential that school librarians 
have a thorough knowledge of the 
standards so that they in turn can in- 
terpret them to administrators, teach- 
ers, and other educators and lay per- 
sons interested in providing quality 
education for our children and young 
people today. 

Two weeks ago at the meeting of 
the Pennsylvania Library Association 
I participated in a panel having as 
its theme standards for all types of 
libraries. The interrelationships of the 
several sets of standards recently writ- 
ten by the various divisions of the 
American Library Association proved 
extremely interesting to those in the 
audience and provoked a stimulating 
question-and-answer period. I trust that 
my remarks today will do the same. 

First of all, I should like to speak 
briefly about the setting of standards 
and point out those that have been 
published in recent years. Some of 
you will remember that several state- 
ments about standards were included 
in the “Goals for Action” adopted by 
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Executive Secretary 
of School Librarians 


the ALA Council, January 29, 1959. 
They include the following: 

Adherence to American Library As. 
sociation standards for school libraries 
by boards of accreditation. 

Establishment and implementation of 
standards for college and university 
libraries. 

Vigorous implementation of the ALA 
standards for public libraries. 

Adoption of standards for undergrad. 
uate education in librarianship. 

Establishment of standards and test 
ing services for the materials and 
equipment used by libraries. 

Based on these statements I cz 
show you the following publications: 

STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL LI 
BRARY PROGRAMS, published i 
March, 1960. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE: 
GUIDE TO EVALUATION WITH MIN@ 
IMUM STANDARDS, published it 
1956. | 
ALA STANDARDS FOR COLLEGI 
LIBRARIES, published in COLLEGI 
AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES, Jul 

(Reprints available.) 

ALA STANDARDS FOR JUNIOK 
COLLEGE LIBRARIES, published i 
COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBR? 
RIES, May, 1960. (Reprints available 


PROGRAMS, published 
BULLETIN, October, 1958. 
available.) 

HOSPITAL LIBRARIES: OBJEC 
IVES AND STANDARDS, publishe 


for Hospital Libraries, by the Hospi 
Libraries Division, ALA, in 1953. 


(Continued on Page 1é 
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(Continued From Page 164) 

YOUNG ADULT SERVICES IN THE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY, published in 1960. 

A monthly page in the ALA BUL- 
LETIN devoted to the Library Tech- 
wlogy Project, pointing out research, 
sting and standardization with re- 
grd to library supplies and equip- 
ment. 

In addition, I should like to point 
wt the following: 

A survey is to be made of children’s 
grvices in the public library, although 
sandards are not being set. 

A survey of state libraries, under 
the direction of Dr. Robert Leigh, with 
:foundation grant, will soon be under- 
vy and will be followed by the for- 
nlation of standards. 

The editor of the ALA BULLETIN 
vated in an editorial in the February 
{0 issue that ALA standards are oft- 
mcriticized as being too high and too 
ngue — that they are high because 
tw libraries reach them and vague 
eause they are difficult to use for 
neasurement. 


Dr. Leigh, who has recently com- 
pleted a survey of libraries in Hawaii, 
was a speaker on the same program 
with me in Honolulu last spring. He 
spoke briefly on “The Use and Abuse 
of Standards.” The three abuses he 
listed were that: (1) standards are oft- 
en used as a reference to blind au- 
thority; (2) a fatal kind of simplifica- 
tion of the standards often results in 
sloganizing; and (3) there is a tenden- 
cy for minimum standards to become 
maximum. He urged that standards 
be carefully analyzed and not taken 
on faith nor wholesale to be applied 
immediately. Dr. Leigh stressed the 
principle of gradualism — that stand- 
ards not be thought of as too high, 
but goals to be reached. 

In his editorial in the February 1960 
issue, the editor of the ALA BULLE- 
TIN pointed out three definitions for 
standards — “a rule for the measure 
of quantity, weight, extent, value, or 
quality; that which is established by 
authority, custom or general consent, 


(Continued on Page 166) 
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We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 
Meridian and Vicksburg 


Wholesale Distributors of Books for 90 Years 


Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 


Subscriptions to all Magazines and Periodicals handled 
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New Orleans, La. 











Page 165 





(Continued From Page 165) 


as a model or example; something ele- 
vated, as a signal or beacon.” 

As we apply these definitions to 
STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RY PROGRAMS, we notice first that 
the quantitative standards are a meas- 
ure of quantity; second, that they were 
established by authority; and third, 
that they are goals toward which most 
schools will strive over a period of 
many years. 

School librarians are aware that 
members of other divisions of ALA 
could not understand why the new 
school library standards were so long 
seeing the light of day. Indeed it 
was at the Los Angeles convention in 
1953 that the AASL Board of Directors 
approved the project for the revision 
of standards for school libraries which 
had been published in 1945. As a mat- 
ter of fact, with the new trends in 
educational philosophy and media of 
communication, the standards could 
not have put in a more timely appear- 
ance than in the spring of 1960. 


STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL LI- 
BRARY PROGRAMS is divided into 
three main parts with a total of 13 
chapters, an appendix containing poli- 
cies and specifications for library quar- 
ters and equipment, a bibliography, 
and an index. In the three parts — 
The School Library as an Educational 
Force; Planning and Implementing 
School Library Programs; and Re- 
sources for Teaching and Learning — 






the emphasis is on the library program 
and the library is described as the jp. 
structional materials center of the 
school. Quantitative standards are stat. 
ed in relation to the qualitative ones 
describing a good school library pro. 
gram. 


Revised Standards 


Revised standards are needed today 
to provide goals for forward-looking 


schools, since many schools have gone Rear 
beyond the standards set in 1945, and — 
to add a further impetus to school |i- = 
brary improvement. Centralized libra. = 
‘ two-da 
ries are found in most schools at the sas Ci 
secondary level, it is true, but how the 
many are adequate for the needs of aa F 
their schools with regard to physical which 
quarters, size of staff and materials § . 

collections? Only 30% of elementary —_ 
schools have centralized libraries. In opt 
order to provide excellence in educa at ys 


tion for children and youth today, it 
is essential that well-rounded collec. §# —— 
tions of books and other printed and 
audio-visual materials be available at 
all leveis; that all schools be provided 
with attractive and functional library 
quarters, with a professional and cleri- 
cal staff able and willing to develop a 
good program of library service. 
The new standards are the work of 
a committee appointed by the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians. 
This committee was composed not only 
of school librarians but of representa 
tives from 20 other professional and 
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y organizations interested in quality 
ducation for children and youth. 
Since the principles governing the pro- 
gams and resources of school libraries 
we the concern of administrators, 
ghool boards, teachers and others, 
their counsel was sought in the prepa- 
ration of the new standards. 

The qualitative standards for school 
library programs have evolved from 
many sources — from the advice, sug- 
gstions and criticism obtained from 
consultants in special areas, from a 
two-day work session held at the Kan- 
sas City ALA Conference in 1957, from 
another work session held at the ALA 
San Francisco Conference in 1958 (in 
which some six hundred school libra- 
rians participated), and from informa- 
tion secured from scores of librarians 
in response to questionnaires, letters 
ad conferences. 








EVERETT’S 
BINDERY 


“Library Binders’’ 


Featuring 


“Treasure Trove”, 
“Picture Covers” and 
“Labco Covers” 
on library rebindings 


811 Whittington Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 


PHONE 42 2-6771 
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The quantitative standards were com- 
piled by means of various procedures 
— by information obtained from ques- 
tionnaires sent to schools identified by 
state and city school library super- 
visors as having very good library fa- 
cilities and resources, by the judgment 
of a panel of experts, including the 
members of the Standards Committee 
and advisory consultants, and by the 
appraisal of the standards by special- 
ists in various fields. 


Teacher-Student Activities 


Admittedly the quantitative stand- 
ards are high and they can be justi- 
fied only in relation to the type of 
library program described in the pub- 
lication. It is pointed out that the 
most important part of the library pro- 
gram is the work with students and 
teachers. Quality education is costly, 
and in order to realize the objectives 
of the school library program, ade- 
quate funds must be provided for staff, 
quarters and the materials collection. 
Money alone, however will not deter- 
mine the activities and services that 
make the library an educational force 
in the school. 


What are the necessary intangibles 
then in the development of a good 
school library program? The vision of 
the superintendent and principal plan- 
ning with a professional librarian who 
is qualified by training, personality, 
enthusiasm and ability; the interest of 
the teachers and the students in the 
school; the backing of the school board 
and other citizens of the community. 
It is a co-operative effort of persons 
who understand the objectives of the 
school library in relation to the edu- 
cational philosophy of the school, who 
realize that one of the reasons that 
a school is a good one is because of 
the quality of its library. 

There was a time when public libra- 
rians thought that school libraries 
would replace the children’s depart- 
ment in the public library. We know 
now that that was an unfounded fear. 
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The development of school libraries 
has tended to increase, not decrease, 
public library use and has pointed up 
the need for expanded collections of 
books for children and young people. 

Public librarians were largely re- 
sponsible for the beginning of school 
libraries. They began to place small 
collections in schools early in the 
Twentieth Century as teaching meth- 
ods changed and the single textbook 
was no longer considered adequate. 
Collection of books were gathered in- 
to central locations in school buildings 
and in some instances these library 
rooms became branches of the public 
library. Books were catalogued and 
processed; contracts were made with 
the schools; staffs were augmented and 
school library departments were set 
up in larger public libraries to take 
care of these additional services. Then 
in the 1920’s and 30’s as more and 
more materials were needed to enrich 
the teaching programs, boards of edu- 
cation came to realize that school li- 
braries were their responsibility just 
the same as classrooms, laboratories, 
gymnasiums, etc., if school librarians 
and teachers were to work together 
effectively in the educational program 
of the school. 

Today we believe that the school li- 
brary is basically the responsibility of 
the school district. This is stated in 
the statement entitled “The Library 
Services Act and School Libraries,” 
adopted by the Board of Directors of 
AASL and endorsed by the Board of 


Directors of PLA, June 28, 1957. |p 
essence this had been stated the pre 
ceding year in a memorandum 
“Public Library Branches in Schoo 
Buildings,’ issued by ALA and com. 
piled by the executive secretaries of 
the divisions of school librarians, pub. 
lic libraries, and children and young 
people’s librarians. At the ALA Mon. 
treal Conference in June 1960 the Li. 
brary Trustees adopted a resolution 
urging that boards of education a. 
sume responsibility for school libra 
ries. 

There are today many cities where 
the school libraries are administered 
through the public library. A few of 
these programs are excellent; others 
would be improved if the responsibili- 
ty were shifted to the school district. 
Some public libraries still carry this 
extra load because the Board of Edu. 
cation will not make the adequate fi. 
nancial provisions to assume it, and 
the public librarians feel they should 
continue the service. Most public ii- 
brarians are agreed that their respon- 
sibility is to serve the entire commv- 
nity, that adults are being short 
changed when an excessive part of the 
budget must be spent on supplying 
books and services to schools. Some 
libraries supply bookmobile service to 
schools. Certainly there are _ times 
when this is needed and helpful, but 
again it does not take the place of the 
library within the school. A young ele 
mentary school principal told me one 
day that the bookmobile stopped at his 


(Continued on Page 163) 





Mississippi 





representative: 


CHARLES M. GARDNER AND COMPANY 


SCRANTON, PA. 


You get the binder’s dozen when you buy our 
prebound books. They look better, cost less and 
last longer. 
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ghool once a week and asked whether 
jconsidered that adequate library ser- 
vce. When I replied in the negative, 
he was surprised. 

The State Department of Public In- 
gruction in North Carolina issued an 
acellent statement in January, 1958. 
In part it was stated: “Over the years 
public libraries, especially through 
okmobile services, have contributed 
yell to the public school program and 
can continue to do so. It is the con- 
dusion of all parties concerned that 
public library service can never re- 
place the distinctive functions of the 
ghool library, such as (1) providing 
hooks and other materials selected and 
wganized to meet school needs; (2) 
providing library quarters for refer- 
eee and research; (3) assisting pupils 
amd teachers in using the library; (4) 
teaching library and study skills; (5) 
and giving individual reading guidance. 
Essentially, bookmobile service to the 
shools should be of a supplementary 
nature.” In 1954 a statement of rela- 
tionships between Tennessee public 
shools and the Tennessee Regional 
library Service was written. 

What are some of the current prob- 
lems that point up the need for better 
uwderstanding among school and com- 
munity librarians? Lowell Martin, in 
apaper given at the Institute on Lead- 
aship in Library Service for Youth 
at Rutgers University in the summer 
of 1958 and printed in the ALA BUL- 
LETIN for February, 1959, quoted from 
astudy which had been made in Penn- 
ylvania the preceding year. In 309 
communities only 27, or less than 10%, 
indicated that there was any contact, 
even so much as a single meeting, be- 
ween the school and public librarian 
about their services and ways of co- 
operating. If this is a representative 
txample in the United States, indeed 
agreat deal needs to be said. In fact, 
the February reprint of the ALA BUL- 
LETIN for 1959 was planned by AASL 
wn this very topic of school and public 
library relationships. 
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Public librarians complain that teach- 
ers make stupid assignments. School 
librarians complain of the same. It 
is the duty of the school librarian to 
bring about a better understanding of 
library resources and uses on the part 
of teachers. The school librarians 
should then be the link with the pub- 
lic library and other community li- 
braries to keep their staffs informed 
of assignments and needs, to supply 
lists. 

Public librarians and those in college 
libraries in many areas complain that 
they are over-run in the evening by 
young people seeking information for 
themes, unit work, research papers. 
Some school libraries are now remain- 
ing open for the use of their students 
several evenings a week, or Saturday 
morning, in order to share this eve- 
ning burden with the public library 
staff. It isn’t that librarians in public 
and college libraries are not willing 
to serve high school students, but 
due to inadequate staff and physical 
space, and the drain upon collections 
of materials, often with the resulting 
deprivation of service to adults, prob- 
lems arise that must be solved coop- 
eratively by school personnel and li- 
brarians in the community. I recom- 
mend for your reading several pro- 
vocative articles on this theme in the 
September, 1960, issue of JUNIOR 
LIBRARIES. 

Somewhere there is a lack of com- 
munication, a lack of understanding 
or cooperation. Who should take the 
initial step to remedy the situation? 
Does it matter whether the school or 
public librarian makes the first ges- 
ture? How many of you are librarians 
in communities where a committee of 
school and public librarians, teachers 
and administrators meet regularly to 
resolve some of these problems? We 
all tend to gripe — it’s an old Ameri- 
can custom — but do we get our gripes 
on paper or present them verbally to 
the people concerned? When school 
and public librarians are not working 
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closely together to supply the services, 
materials, and guidance that are need- 
ed for children and young people, 
probably there is blame on both sides. 
Maybe it failed once; perhaps no one 
has ever assumed the leadership. Now 
cooperation is needed more than at 
any time in the history of libraries. 


To Study Programs 


A recently appointed ALA Commit- 
tee on Interrelated Library Services to 
Young People is to study and survey 
programs and problems in this area. 
Perhaps they will be able to present 
some suggestions and solutions in the 
near future. 

The following statement in A DIS- 
CUSSION GUIDE FOR USE WITH 
STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RY PROGRAMS was written by a pub- 
lic librarian: “Although the primary 
responsibility for implementing the 
standards rests with school librarians, 
it is an obligation which must be shar- 
ed by the entire library profession. 
School librarians should enlist the ac- 
tive support and cooperation of public, 
college, and university librarians, all 
of whom are vitally concerned with 
the products of the public schools.” 
In the public library standards there 
is a similar statement to the effect 
that there should be “continuous joint 
planning between those responsible for 
school and public library services bas- 
ed on realistic recognition of the func- 
tions of each agency .. .” 

Some of you may have heard Elinor 


Walker, president of the Public |). 
brary Association this year, give her 
inaugural address in Montreal. If not 
it is published in the October, 199) 
issue of the ALA BULLETIN. I shou 
like to quote a few of her excellen 
remarks: 


“We have been deluged with sty. 
dents of all ages wanting all kinds 
of materials, who are unable to ob. 
tain them for one reason or another 
in their school libraries. We have 
done our best to fill these requests, 
but under our present budgets we 
cannot buy enough materials to meet 
the increased demand; nor is it de. 
sirable that we should. 

“This immensely increased use of 
the library facilities has given the 
public library an unprecedented op- 
portunity for leadership in the com. 
munity. We really have ammunition 
now as never before with which to 
present our case for increased bud. 
gets for more books, more materials, 
and more staff. But the public ii- 
brary is not the only one who needs 
these items. We have more sense 
than to expect we can or should ever 
serve all these students adequately. 
The schools, elementary through col- 
lege and university, must contribute 
their share of service. However, we 
are not so stupid as to sit back and 
say, ‘This isn’t our problem. Let the 
schools take care of their own stu- 
dents.’ 

“It IS our problem. This is the 
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THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY, INC. 
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best chance we have ever had to 
make some giant forward steps in 
the public library. With the new 
school library standards hot off the 
press we in the public library can 
pack the schools’ demands for ade- 
quate facilities, staff, and materials. 
We can help them take part of the 
joad off our shoulders. 

“There are public librarians who 
are afraid to back the school libra- 
rians. That word ‘afraid’ is a very 
important one. Quite a number of 
public and school librarians are 
afraid that if the other becomes 
stronger their own library will go 
out of existence. We have an edu- 
cating job to do with librarians in 
general. We must have enough faith 
in the importance of books and read- 
ing and study to be confident that 
all libraries are important in the dis- 
semination of materials and each has 
avery important job to do that the 
others cannot do. Together we can 
work wonders.” 


How will the new school library 
standards affect all libraries? The de- 
velopment and improvement of school 
libraries will, I think, do the follow- 
ing: Make children and young people 
ever more conscious of libraries as an 
agency for continuing education and 
pleasure throughout their lives; with 
more and better instruction in the use 
of books and libraries, make them com- 
petent users of library tools as col- 
lege and adult patrons; as teachers 
come more and more to realize the 
need for excellent collections of books 
and other printed and audio-visual ma- 
terials to enrich their teaching, pro- 
vide the necessity for enlarged collec- 
tions and staff and quarters in other 
community libraries. You know the 
statement, “Libraries Today,” adopted 
by the ALA Council in January, 1958, 
which expressed the philosophy that 
libraries must grow and expand in or- 
der to aid in providing educational 
resources for broadening and intensi- 
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fying American education — and this 
is spelled out for all kinds of libraries, 
including school, public, college and 
university. 

Quoting from a statement prepared 
by the Washington Library Association 
and the Washington State School Li- 
brary Association committee in 1958 — 
“For both the public and school li- 
brary, the limits of service are bound- 
less when imaginative and inquisitive 
minds have been reached. Neither pub- 


Boundless Service 


lic nor school library can by itself of- 
fer the complete answer to reading 
needs but together they can help youth 
to achieve a measure of happiness and 
to be at home in the world.” 


In closing I should like to mention 
a picture book for children — “The 
Skyscraper,” by Yen Liang. Into these 
realistic, yet dramatic and imaginative 
illustrations is woven the story of the 
old city where the streets were crowded 
and the buildings close together. Boys 
and girls had no place to play and 
people could hardly see the sun. Even 
the trees wouldn’t grow there. And 
so the citizens cried, “Something has 
to be done.” They said, “Let’s build 
buildings one on top of the other. 
Then we can have open space all 
around and sun and air.” But as they 
tore the old buildings down and pour- 
ed a solid foundation for the new, they 
found that floor by floor the frame- 
work went up and the building went 
higher and still higher until it seemed 
to scrape the sky. It was not building 
after building placed one on top of 
another to make a skyscraper, but all 
the materials, all the labor, all the 
skills had been combined to make oné 
great building of lasting quality. Ev- 
erybody was happy and proud. 

May we as librarians — school, pub- 
lic, college — build our foundation 
strong and unified into one library pro- 
gram for our children, young people 
and adults. May WE be happy and 
proud together! 
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Mrs. Sowell Heads 
Special Libraries 


Mrs. Reba Sowell, librarian at the 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Bi- 
loxi, was elected chairman of the Spe- 
cial Libraries section of MLA at the 
October convention in Biloxi. 

Mrs. Ruth Scharr of AFB Library, 
Keesler Field, Biloxi, was named vice 
chairman of special librarians. 

Mrs. Ruth Baxter, Veterans Admin- 


istration Hospital, Jackson, will serve 
as secretary of the group. 





Special Libraries 











Special librarians meeting on the 
coast heard a most interesting talk on 
“The Copyright Problem” by Dr. Leon- 
ard Oppenheim. Dr. Oppenheim is 
professor of law and supervisor of the 
law library at Tulane University, New 
Orleans. Presiding at the meeting was 
Marie Spivey, Waterways Experiment 
Station Library, Vicksburg. 

* 


Weekly Book Reviews 


Enjoyed at Greenville 

Liverwurst and literature is the like. 
ly combination of a growing number of 
military and civilian personnel x 
Greenville Air Force Base where each 
Thursday at 11 A.M. a lunchtime book 
review is held in the library’s mag, 
zine room. As the listeners eat their 
lunch, the reviewers cover the main 
book subjects of the day in such books 
as Robert Kennedy’s “The _ Enemy 
Within,” James Thurber’s “Years With 
Ross,” and Allen Drury’s “‘Advise and 
Consent.” Selection of the books is 
left to the people reviewing them 
Among the reviewers have been nun. 
bered a lieutenant colonel, a woman 
position classifier, a legal officer, a ser. 
geant in management analysis, a jour 
nalist and the base chaplain. Reviews 
have lasted from 15 to 35 minutes. 
When the review is short, discussion 
of the book is encouraged and has met 
with fine response. Mrs. Mary Eliz 
beth Flynn, Base Librarian, has a good 
idea here which other librarians might 
want to borrow. 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS 
1959 - 1960 


(At the time of the recording of the following data the Missis- 
sippi Library Commission had not received the Annual Reports 
covering the period from October 1, 1959, through September 30, 
1960, from the following libraries: Biloxi, Hattiesburg, Montgomery 
County, Newton, Okolona Carnegie, Pass Christian and Pike County 
at Magnolia.) 


The following statistics compiled for 1959-60 deal with the finan- 
ial aspect of library service only. Financial figures at their best are 
wor measures of library service. They become meaningful, however, 


vhen they are studied against a background of knowledge of the eco- 


nomic condition and cultural circumstances of the local community. 
it is the hope of the Mississippi Library Commission that these sta- 
istics will be used in this mature fashion. The only hope for improve- 


ment is to see the library in its own setting and evaluate it in the 
light of other community institutions and community potential. 

An attempt has been made to show: (1) Basic and Per Capita In- 
me; (2) Expenditures, and (3) Salary Scales. 
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BASIC AND PER CAPITA INCOME 


Total Basic Income and Per Capita Income are of equal importance in th 
evaluation of library finances. The basic income figures represent funds from 
tax income only. No consideration was made of fines, rentals and other mis. 
cellaneous income except in the cases of the four private library associations 
The per capita income is based on the 1960 census. 


Library Total Basic Income Library Per Capita Incom 


Jackson Municipal Evans Memorial, Aberdeen 
Capital Area Regional Jackson Municipal —_. ; 
Meridian-Neshoba Henry M. Seymour, Indianola 
Clarksdale Carnegie Clarksdale Carnegie - 
Pascagoula City-Jackson Co. __. , Pascagoula City-Jackson County 
Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison Co. 47,000 Moss Point 

First Regional Fisk, Natchez _......_____. 
Northeast Regional Houston Carnegie 

Fisk, Natchez Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison 
Greenwood-Leflore 

Lee-Itawamba 

Tombigbee Regional 

Vicksburg Vicksburg 

Pine Forest Regional _..._____ Greenwood-Leflore _......... 


William Alexander Percy Mid-Mississippi Regional _...... 


Memorial, Greenville Copiah County 
Mid-Mississippi Regional Lincoln-Lawrence Regional - 
Lincoln-Lawrence Regional AE 
Marshall County Pine Forest Regional 
Bolivar County Leland 
Evans Memorial, Aberdeen Capital Area Regional ___... 
Copiah County Tombigbee Regional 
Pontotoc County Lee-ltawambea —_  _____ iia 
Henry M. Seymour, Indianola 13,235 Water Valley : 
Holmes County Union County 
Sunflower County Northeast Regional 
Tallahatchie County Picayune 
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Jefferson Davis County 


Walthall County : 
Houston Carnegie _...__ 
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‘Harriette Person Memorial, 


Port Gibson 


‘Private library association 
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Per Capita IncomeLibrary 


12,000 


11,889 
11,055 
10,696 


2,800 
2,705 







Marshall County _....... : 


First Regional 


Tallahatchie County _............ 


Holmes County _...... 
Bay St. Louis City- 
County Memorial .- 
Isola 
*McComb ....... 
Bolivar County 
William Alexander Percy 
Memorial, Greenville 
Long Beach __.......... ‘ 
Noxubee County _....... 
SEI Seicessstiisticioetcsanincnie 


Shelby Memorial, Columbia 


Sunflower County _..____. 


Columbus-Lowndes County 


RII wcisssicoeinasindsavevnhinion 


Walthall County 

Jefferson Davis County 

Leake County — 

*Harriette Person Memorial, 
Port Gibson 


*Laurel 


Pearl River County 


Rolling Fork _..___.. 
Quitman County —.......... 
Oktibbeha County __ 
Clarke County 


*Private library association 


Total Basic Income 


a 24 


nee 





51 
50 
49 
47 


47 


40 
38 


37 
36 
34 
.29 
28 
27 
.26 


.20 


16 
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William Alexander Percy Memorial, Greenville 20 362 bn x 
x : a 6,128 2,091 
Yazoo City 5,000 2.175 325 . " 


A summary of the amounts spent by Mississippi libraries for Salaries, Library Materials, Maintenance and Operation 
and Miscellaneous Expenses while not the total criteria for judging the effectiveness of library service, these amounts do 
indicate limitations and in some instances advantages under which libraries are presently operating. 


Deleted from the list of 64 libraries filing reports with the Mississippi Library Commission are: 
6 libraries in demonstration areas 
6 libraries that have been established during the current fiscal period 
2 libraries whose reporting was incomplete 


Library Capital Maintenance Misc. 
Name of Library Salaries Materials Outlay & Operation Expense 


Bay St. Louis City-County Memorial 3,863 705 1,670 703 786 
Bolivar County 16,387 100 2,000 1,620 50 
Contee ......... ; . 3,949 2,844 440 219 58 
Capital Area Regional : 45,501 17,396 5,994 12,532 499 
Clarksdale Carnegie 25,626 6,676 6,749 4,942 

Clarke County a ‘ : ; 150 71 60 
Columbus-Lowndes County = 4,198 1,486 224 1,350 13 
Copiah County _.......... ; 14,497 5,810 2,960 

Evans Memorial, Aberdeen .. 7,149 1,611 9,895 493 50 
First Regional ; =e 36,572 8,562 389 4,677 837 
Fisk, Natchez , 20,372 9,995 1,587 5,088 87 
Greenwood-Leflore ed se .. 26,787 7,188 468 2,738 

Grenada County ‘ ; 7,693 1,995 2,290 662 

Gulfport Carnegie-Harrison County i 27,133 12,690 271 3,688 

Harriette Person Memorial, Port Gibson 700 659 98 

Henry M. Seymour, Indianola : 8,479 5,059 7,798 2,622 

Holmes County . 7,679 2,441 17 1,445 

Houston Carnegie enero oe 968 652 875 192 

Isola _. aiid : ; ae 180 

Jackson County-Pascagoula City , — ...17,602 4,005 14,766 4,530 
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Library Capital Maintenance Misc. 
Name of Library Salaries Materials Outlay & Operation Expense 


Jackson Municipal —.._.. pamees = _.... 104,181 43,501 3,032 23,160 529 


Jefferson Davis County eee en Te 757 918 
Laurel . ‘ a i ; ’ ; ; = 3,071 964 362 


Leake County . ASE SL ae enn ey ee ae 1,500 530 
Lee-Itawamba ____.. i ieiss places niaaiiieacibieiicces ar a Te 9,267 ’ 4,521 587 
Leland ____.... ee , 1,123 459 43 


Lincoln- Lawrence ‘Regional _ ; aici pes 5,778 : 3,242 
Long Beach atlas " . , asia " 506 583 
Marshall County _.. ne ' ee eee aaa te 4,241 2,365 
Meridian-Neshoba _ ae tas 2 ; cavwial 15,540 8,570 
Mid-Mississippi Regional 5,331 2,649 


Moss Point 2,744 
105 


9,955 ' 4,758 
1,256 1,259 

300 300 
1,253 224 
Pine Forest Regional 5,000 . 5,349 
Pontotoc County a : Pt 2,070 . 1,219 
SE IEP ar SC Sea aE eee ETS ; 788 . 484 
Shelby Memorial, Columbia 2,016 
se spnisbec tesa anneiameaieianireen : 1,703 
Tallahatchie County , 1,657 
Tombigbee Regional J 3,739 
Union County 840 
Vicksburg = ; F 2,849 
Walthall County - 


Water Valley 
William Alexander Percy Memorial, Greenville - 
Yazoo City 


Northeast Regional _ 
Noxubee County 

Pearl River County 
I : 
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SALARY SCALES 


In their efforts to improve services by raising standards in personne 
trustees of public libraries frequently ask questions regarding salaries anj 
staff in the different libraries. 

Thirty-eight libraries submitted salary details in their 1959-60 annual p 
ports. Of these only six have formal salary scales, viz., First Regional Li 
brary, Meridian-Neshoba Library Service, Northeast Regional Library, Gre 
nada County Library, Jackson Municipal Library, and W. A. Percy Memoria 
Library at Greenville. 

For analytical purposes the thirty-eight libraries have been divided bg 
low into groups according to the administrative and service responsibilitie 
of their head librarians: 
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GROUP A: Oo 
Multi-county libraries serving 10 7 5760 (2) 4560; 480 
two or more counties with 5400 3900 
several towns 5000 3600 
4800 2700 
4410 3150 
4200 1980 
4000 3600 
3900 2100 
3600 2700 
GROUP B: 
City-county units serving 5 1 4800 4020 
county with 1 large 4500 3780 
municipality plus mobile 4260 3400 
and/or stationary outlets 4200 4200 
3600 3000 
GROUP C: 
County libraries with mobile 6 1 3000 1200 
and/or stationary outlets in 2700* 
addition to county seat 2400* 
headquarters 2100* 
1380* 
1200 1500 
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wunty libraries with entire 5 0 3600 2400 
service concentrated in one 3000 2400 
putlet 1200** 
1200** 
360** 

» (ROUP E: a 7 
J | ibraries concentrating their 12 3 6600 5520 
: g wvices in one town although 4800 3000 
> b hy may welcome county 3900 (2) 1500; 2700 

rowers and may receive 2700 1820 
me county support 2040* 
0; — 6 
ws 1200** 
300 900** 
700 
150 ell 
980 180** 
600 ‘Does not have a full-time assistant. 
100 Has only one employee, not employed full-time. 
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3400 
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